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P.O. Box 1300, 1313 South Main Street, Weaverville, California 96093dflPt•
Telephone: 530-623-1800, Fax: 530-623-5944

April 5,2016

Federico Barajas, Chair
Trinity Management Council
do Trinity River Restoration Program
P.O. Box 1300
Weaverville, CA 96093

Dear Mr. Barajas:

The Trinity Adaptive Management Working Group (TAMWG) held a special meeting on April
5,2016 to consider the 2016 flow and fiscal year (FY) 2017 recommendations. This letter serves
to provide you with a summary of that meeting and our resulting policy and management
recommendations, as required by TAMWG’s bylaws.

We heard a summary on the recent Trinity River Restoration (TRRP) Science Symposium. There
was significant discussion regarding the purpose and current uses of the Decision Support
System (DSS) and how the DSS may be useful for forecasting management actions as well as
analyzing the success rates of past management decisions.

We received a presentation of the current water year status and 2016 flow hydrograph
recommendations. We are encouraged that the data available thus far indicates a water year
better than what we have experienced in the recent past and are looking forward to hearing the
final results once all the data has been collected and analyzed. That said, we are concerned that
Trinity Reservoir is at a below normal elevation believe that water should be conserved after
three years of significant thought. Based on this discussion we have the following
recommendation:

The TAMWG recommends that the TMC reserve 50,000 acre feet of water to be
used later In the year, and otherwise accept the flow workgroup’s proposed
hydrograph recommendations.

The TAMWG does not have a suggested recommendation on how the proposed hythographs
should be readjusted to accommodate this reduction; we felt this should be left up to the flow
workgroup.

Additionally, the flow workgroup requested that the TAMWG consider adding an emergency
science line item to the FY 2017 budget; this was revisited during the budget discussion and our
recommendation is listed below.

We also received a presentation on the 2016 gravel recommendations. Based on this
presentation,

The TAMWG recommends that the TMC accept the 2016 gravel recommendation.
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We received a presentation on the FY 2017 TRRP budget. Due to the fact that the budget is just

beginning a peer review process after the Interdisciplinary Team (IDT) has ranked their budget

items, we felt it premature to approve the budget at this time. Some members were additionally

concerned with the budget’s focus on fall chinook and lack of fimding being proposed for sport

harvest surveys and creel census. We have the following recommendations:

The TAMWG recommends the TMC postpone approval of the FY 17 budget until

the peer review process is complete;

The TAMWG recommends that the TMC increase watershed funding from

$500,000 to $2,000,000, funded through proportional cuts from all other

discretionary line items; and

The TAMWG recommends that the TMC direct the EDT to consider the flow

workgroup’s budget proposal.

I look forward to discussing these recommendations with you at your next meeting.

Sincerely,

Elizabeth Hadley, Chair
Trinity Adaptive Management Working Group


